
The Showa Denko Group’s aluminum can collection activity started in 

1972, when the former Showa Aluminum Corp. (SAK) asked employees 

to recycle aluminum cans. Subsequently, in 1981, SAK began 

purchasing aluminum cans directly from local residents at two sites in 

Oyama (Tochigi Prefecture) and Sakai (Osaka Prefecture) and in 1990 

expanded the activity to the head office and all its plants. Meanwhile, 

Showa Aluminum Can Corp. (SAC) founded Showa Aluminum Can 

Recycling Center Co., Ltd. in 1995 to foster the recycling of aluminum 

cans as a business. After SAK was merged with Showa Denko K.K. in 

2001, the recycling activity was expanded across the Group and in 

2013 we were commended by the Japanese Minister of Economy, 

Trade and Industry for our contribution to the promotion of the 3Rs

Presently, Showa Aluminum Can Recycling Center Co., Ltd. has sites 

to collect, sort, and press aluminum cans in Oyama and Hikone (Shiga 

Prefecture). The pressed cans are then melted, cast, and rolled into 

new aluminum cans by Showa Aluminum Can Corp (“CAN to CAN” 

recycling).

Aluminum cans are recycled as a CSR activity unique to the Showa 

Denko Group. To maintain and even increase the number of cans 

collected, we are continuing to conduct employee awareness-raising 

and educational activities while asking external organizations including 

partner companies to cooperate in the collection of cans.

Recycling activity continued over 40 years

In Japan, beverage aluminum cans began to be produced in 
1971, when there was no aluminum can collection channels. 
However, based on the recognition that aluminum cans should 
not be wasted and should instead be used as a precious 
resource, an association to recycle aluminum cans was 
established in 1973 under the leadership of the first president 
of Showa Aluminum Can Corp. This marked the beginning of 
the Japan Aluminum Can Recycling Association.
Aluminum cans are recycled to save resources and energy. 
In 1977, when we began conducting surveys for aluminum 
recycling, the aluminum can recycling rate was as low as 17.2%. 
However, the rate increased to 80% in 2000 and 90% in 2005 
as a result of a range of recycling promotion efforts. Presently, 
lots of people participate in the recycling of aluminum cans, 

The Osaka Branch of Showa Denko K.K. is located in a business 
district and all its employees commute to the branch by train. 
The team members in charge of the activity at the branch have 
all proposed ideas to increase the employee participation rate 
and the number of aluminum cans collected. For example, we 
asked the beverage vendor to make more canned beverages 
available for sale via the vending machines installed at the 
branch. We also regularly held meetings to exchange information 
about the recycling activity and collected the empty cans of 
beverages drunk by participants in the meetings for recycling. 
(Osaka Branch of Showa Denko K.K.)

Showa Denko Aluminum Trading K.K. has increased the 
rate of employees participating in its recycling activity 
and the number of aluminum cans collected by sending 
emails from the in-house aluminum recycling promotion 
secretariat to all employees to encourage them to 
participate in the activity while also asking neighboring 
companies for their understanding and cooperation 
regarding the recycling. We will continue to make a 
concerted effort for the recycling. 
(Showa Denko Aluminum Trading K.K.)

Interaction with Stakeholders
Example: Aluminum can recycling activity

The recycling of 

aluminum cans 

provides the 

following benefits:

of recycling 
aluminum cans

Benefits

Flow for aluminum can recycling

Energy 
conservation1

By recycling collected aluminum cans into aluminum metal, you can save 97% 

of the energy that would be used for the manufacture of aluminum metal from 

bauxite. The amount of energy saved is roughly equivalent to the amount of 

electricity consumed by Japanese households over a 15-day period.

About 70% of used aluminum cans are recycled into new aluminum cans.

Recycling helps reduce the amount of bauxite used for aluminum 

manufacturing.

Beverage
makers

Consumers Collect Sort, Press Melted, 
Cast 

Rolled New aluminum cans

Showa Aluminum Can 
Recycling Center Co., Ltd. and 
others compress the cans 
after removing steel cans and 
other foreign matter.

Cans are melted at a high 
temperature after the removal 
of iron, glass, stones, and sand, 
and the melted aluminum is 
then cast into aluminum metal.

Rolled aluminum plates are sent 
to aluminum can 
manufacturing facilities

Showa Aluminum Can  
Co., Ltd. and others 
compress

Coils are made 
for aluminum 
cans.

Stakeholder's  VOICE

Recycling only one material makes the process easier.

Executive managing director
Mr. Natsuki Moriguchi  Japan Aluminum Can Recycling Association

Comments from employees participating in the recycling activity

partially because the cans are traded for 
money and the proceeds can be used for 
the activities of their organizations but 
also because it is widely recognized that 
recycling contributes to waste reduction 
and the effective use of resources.
The Japan Aluminum Can Recycling Association will continue 
to support recycling in the hope that even more people will 
participate in the activity.
As for the Showa Denko Group’s activities, I think that there are 
many people who do not know that the Group manufactures 
aluminum cans and conducts aluminum can recycling 
activities. I would encourage the Group to publicize these facts 
more proactively.

Event

1971  SAC became the first manufacturer of aluminum beer cans in Japan.

1972 SAK asked its employees to recycle aluminum cans.

1973
The first president of SAC led the establishment of an association to 
collect aluminum cans (presently Japan Aluminum Can Recycling 
Association).

1981
SAK’s two sites in Sakai and Oyama began collecting empty aluminum 
cans from local residents who volunteered to participate in the activity.

1990
SAK began to conduct the aluminum can recycling activity on a 
company-wide basis.

1995
SAC established Showa Aluminum Can Recycling Center Co., Ltd. for “CAN 
to CAN” recycling.

2001
SAK was merged with Showa Denko K.K. and SAK’s aluminum can 
recycling activity was expanded to the sites and affiliates of the former 
Showa Denko K.K.

2013
Received commendation from the Japanese Minister of Economy, Trade 
and Industry for contribution to the promotion of the 3Rs.

“CAN to CAN” recycling

Highlights of CSR Activities

(Top Right) Futo Elementary school, Ito City,Shizuoka Prefecture
(Left, Lower Right) Asunaro, Nasukarasuyama City, Tochigi Prefecture

▶  History of aluminum recycling by the Showa Denko Group

Waste 
reduction2
Resource 
saving3
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Highlights of CSR Activities

The Showa Denko Group promotes various measures to reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions and energy consumption as part of its efforts 

to combat global warming and support resource conservation. Moreover, 

to prevent air, water, and soil pollution, we are working to reduce the 

release of chemical substances by fuel conversion and improvement of 

the manufacturing process while also decreasing the generation of waste 

by fostering reuse and recycling. We are thereby continuing to achieve 

zero emissions (meaning that waste sent to final landfill is 1% or less of 

total waste generated).

TotalCO₂ (Energy source origin)� 2,591kt-CO₂

0.38%

CO₂ (Non-energy source origin)� 100kt-CO₂ 2,746
kt-CO₂Other 6 GHGs� 55kt-CO₂

Environmental

Given the highest commendation by Tochigi 
Prefecture as a Marronnier ECO plant

The Oyama Plant of Showa Denko K.K. received the highest 
commendation from Tochigi Prefecture when it was named a 
“Marronnier ECO plant.”* The Plant received the endorsement in 
recognition of its initiative to introduce highly efficient devices 
and energy-saving equipment and social contribution activities 
conducted in cooperation with local communities. The Plant will 
continue to proactively conduct environmental protection activities.

Commendation ceremony  (Feb. 2018)

TOPIC

▶Discharged amounts of greenhouse gases (2017 Showa Denko Group)

▶Rate of final landfill of industrial waste (Showa Denko Group)

* Marronnier ECO 
plant: Among the Eco 
Keeper plants, Tochigi 
Prefecture names local 
plants that implement 
outstanding measures 
for environmental 
conservation “Marronnier 
ECO plants.”

The Showa Denko Group is working to build relationships of 

trust with stakeholders. For example, we are proactively holding 

chemistry experiment classes for children, who are the rising 

generation, as well as factory tours as a means of contributing to 

local communities through our technologies, human resources, and 

equipment.

We are also implementing measures to promote diversity to 

provide all employees of the Group with workplaces where diverse 

values are respected and all members can work with vigor.

Number of female 
managers

28
Ratio

3.72%

Social

Class-on-demand

The Showa Denko Group’s bases provide local children with classes 
on demand and hands-on experiment demonstrations as well as 
hosting interns.

Employees of the Chichibu Plant of Showa Denko K.K. visited a 
local elementary school in November 2017 to provide third-graders 
with a class on demand.

The employees introduced Showa Denko and the products 
manufactured by the Chichibu Plant, and explained how the 
company’s products were used in daily life in an easy-to-understand 
manner. The children then participated in an experiment in which 
the Plant’s products were used.

Class-on-demand (Nov.2017. Chichibu Plant, Showa Denko K.K.)

TOPIC

▶Ratio of handicapped employees (2017, Showa Denko K.K.)

▶Number of female managers and its ratio (2017, Showa Denko K.K.)

2.64%

As an entity engaged in the chemical industry, the Showa Denko 

Group’s first priority is safety. We are continuing the Active Safety 

activities to prevent occupational accidents, equipment-related 

incidents, and environmental problems.

Safety
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*Scope of Group companies (As of December 2017)
Tsurusaki Kyodo Doryoku K.K., Showa Denko Ceramics Co.,Ltd. , Shinshu Showa K.K. , 
Showa Denko Packaging Co., Ltd. , Showa Aluminum Can Corp., Showa Denko Sakai 
Aluminum K.K., Showa Denko Electronics K.K., Union Showa K.K., Niigata Showa K.K., 
Showa Aluminum Can Recycling Center, HIPACK Co., Ltd., Showa Denko Gas Products 
Co., Ltd., Clean-S Showa K.K., Nippon Polytech Corp., Showa Denko Kenso K.K., Showa 
Fine Ceramics Co., Ltd. , Showa Denko HD Yamagata K.K., Fuyo Perlite Co., Ltd. and 
SunAllomer.Ltd.

▶Trends infrequency rate of lost-time injuries

Granted the Safety Award by the Japan Chemical 
Industry Association (JCIA)

Showa Denko Electronics K.K. received the 41nd JCIA Safety Award in 
recognition of its excellent safety record. The JCIA gives this award to 
business establishments that conduct exemplary voluntary activities 
for industrial safety and health in the chemical industry. Recipients of 
the award are selected from a large field of candidates, first through 
document screening and then through on-site inspections and 
expert deliberations.

Commendation ceremony  (May. 2017)

TOPIC

The Showa Denko Group is committed to providing “products 

and services that are useful and safe and exceed our customers’ 

expectations.” To this end, we organically and systematically conduct 

activities to ensure product safety so that customers can use our 

products with peace of mind. Throughout the life cycle of our 

products, from the stages of design, development, marketing, 

manufacturing, and sales to after-sale service, we work to ensure the 

safety of our products by taking a risk-based approach. Specifically, we 

do this by identifying and reducing risks for a range of items related to 

the products, including how our customers use and dispose of them, 

in addition to confirming their chemical safety.

Our CSR procurement aims to mutually improve the corporate value of both our business partners and Showa Denko by sharing with them and 

requesting their compliance with the Showa Denko Group CSR Procurement Guidelines (http://www.sdk.co.jp/english/about/procurment/csr.html). The 

guidelines provide specific CSR activities that we request our business partners to conduct. In order to confirm their compliance with the guidelines, in 

2017 we continued performing three activities: asking business partners to assess their own CSR activities (“self-assessments”), visiting them for inspection 

purposes (“CSR visits”), and doing follow-up checks on their improvement (“follow-up”).

CSR procurement

Quality Assurance
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▶Trends in annual numbers of complaints
(With a score of 100 representing the number of claims in 2015)
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